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JIMINY CRICKET PROMOTES PEDESTRIAN SAFETY 

Jiminy Cricket—shown here with friends: J. O. Mattson, president, Automotive 
Safety Foundation; Jiminy’s “boss,” Walt Disney, and Commissioner Bernard R. 
Caldwell, California Highway Patrol, and chairman of the Traffic Committee of the 
International Association of Chiefs of Police—says “I’m No Fool As A Pedestrian.” 
This happens to be the title of a new Disney traffic safety film in which Jiminy is starred. 
(Now see story on page 9.) 
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Mechanical & Safety Equipment Needs of: 
The Police Vehicle 


(This is a summary report of a special sub-committee of the Traffic Com- 
mittee of the International Association of Chiefs of Police. This report, as 
part of the Committee's complete report, was approved by the IACP at its 
63rd annual conference in Chicago in September. Commissioner Bernard R. 
Caldwell of the California Highway Patrol is chairman of the IACP. Traffic 
Committee. Members of the special sub-committee which prepared the report 
given here are Col. Homer Garrison, Jr., Texas Department of Public Safety, 


chairman; Chief W. H. Parker, Los Angeles, Calif., and Chief Stanley R. 
Schrotel, Cincinnati.) 





—eaeageee of the unusual demands placed upon a police vehicle, it must 
be designed and equipped to provide durable and economical trans- 
portation, safety and high performance, along with comfort and functional 
utility for assigned service. Some of this special construction must be 
furnished by the manufacturer; the balance should be provided before 
and/or during the assignment to police service. 

Several automobile manufacturers can furnish heavy-duty options for 
police work at a very modest cost. These options usually reduce the 
cost of operations and increase safety and performance throughout the 
life of the vehicle. For convenience and economy, special options, when 
available from the manufacturer, should be factory installed. However, 
some modifications and installations of accessories and equipment must 
be made after delivery. It is desirable to purchase vehicles with the 


following options and heavy-duty equipment, installed by the manu- 
facturer, if possible. 


Handling Qualities (Roadability) 


Few, if any, standard vehicles are satisfactory for police-type service 
without modification. Heavy-duty, “stock” car racing type suspension 
to provide maximum roadability for high speed operation is essential. 
Options usually include heavy springs and shock absorbers, front and rear. 

In some installations, it includes extra or heavier stabilizers, wide base 
wheel rims and lowered height of vehicle through special springs. 

The final test is the way the vehicle can be handled by the average police 
driver. Other options, when available, include equal traction differential 
to increase traction under adverse conditions. There is room for con- 
siderable improvement in the suspension system of American-manu- 
factured passenger automobiles and their capacity for high speed cornering 
and maneuverability. The nearest thing to an ideal handling police vehicle 
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is represented by ‘‘stock’”’ American road racing autos prepared for this 
specific assignment. 


Stopping Ability 


Standard brakes, while apparently satisfactory for average driving, fail 
to meet the requirements of a police operation. Brakes should be over- 
size, heavy-duty to provide long life and balanced, fade-free operation 
under high speed driving. Current brake design is satisfactory, provid- 
ing large size brake drums (approximately 12’’), and extra capacity lining 
area are provided. Another desirable brake feature is long life, free from 
frequent adjustments. Certainly continued study and improvement by 
the industry of brakes for high-speed police operation are indicated. 

While the brakes stop the wheels, it is obvious that the tires stop the 
vehicle. Therefore, balanced, heavy-duty, micro-seiped, nylon constructed, 
puncture proof tires will provide added traction and safety for high 
speed operation under adverse conditions. Such tires are manufactured 
for road racing purposes. In the police field, tires are very critical be- 
cause of high vehicle speeds. In one department’s experience, the entire 
rubber tread has been thrown off hundreds of tires during the past year, 
and could have caused serious accidents. Consideration needs to be given 
on whether tubeless tires are as safe as tires with tubes, particularly 
when broadside skids are involved; also the problem of tubeless tires 
rolling off the rim in broadside skids, causing the car to roll. 


Perfcrmance 


Speed and acceleration depend on a favorable power weight ratio. How- 
ever, a wise selection of transmission type, transmission and rear axle 
ratios for the area and type of service can complement a powerful engine 
and provide economy in the process. Minimum power requirements can 


be specified. 


Durability 


A durable vehicle is necessary to reduce frequency of repairs and pro- 
vide economical operation. Desirable heavy-duty options include: extra 
capacity clutches, transmission and differentials; heavy-duty electrical 
system which is the battery and high capacity A. C. alternator; heavy- 
duty floor mats, seat construction and upholstery. Other type heavy- 
duty options are brakes, steering mechanism, cooling system, shock ab- 
sorbers, springs and suspension. 


Accessories and Equipment 
Special accessories and equipment in police service are desirable for 
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the efficiency and comfort of the police operator. Some of these are: 
Heavy-duty spotlight 

Portable spotlight 

Holders for flares and fusees 

Tow cable or chain 

Skid chains 

Illuminated clipboard on dash 

Flash light holders 


First-aid equipment 


M Ee DH oe AO Sa 


Rear doors in four door sedans, prepared to prevent opening from 
the inside 


. In ambulance-type vehicles, safety clamps and belts to hold patient 
in cot 


. Bumper guards, front and rear, suitable for pushing vehicles in 
emergencies 


Rotating roof red light 

. An adequate siren (protected from freezing in northern area) 
. Heavy-duty fire extinguishers 

. Reflective type letters and markings 

. Class A. Type I turn signal lights 

. Back up lights 

. Shotgun and /or other firearms holders 

. Investigative kit 
. Calibrated police speedometer 


Special Safety Features 


Facts already available from Cornell, (Automotive Crash Injury Re- 
search) and experience of various police agencies point to the necessity 
of seat belts in police vehicles for personal morale, in addition to the 
obvious safety factors. 


Other desirable special safety features include: 

a. High capacity fresh air heater and defroster 

+. Dual, constant speed, windshield wipers and windshield washers 
Adequate rear vision mirrors, interior and exterior 


@. Roll bars 


e. Helmets for officers 


('n addition to the features already specified in previous sections) 
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Specifications 


While specifications can be written to provide a suitable police vehicle, 
we must keep in mind the constant developments and added options as 
they are made available. These changes should be fitted into the speci- 
fications to provide the best vehicle available. The auto manufacturer 
should be encouraged to provide the following on their police vehicles: 


a. Factory-installed radio cable conduits. 
b. Radio antenna leads installed. 


c. Adequate head clearance for occupants, taking into consideration the 
extra large size of most policemen and the unusual headgear worn. 
Durable paints that require little or no polishing to maintain the 
satisfactory appearance of the vehicle. 

Remote oil gauge on dash to record crank case oil level. 


Brake safety improvements to eliminate wheel lockups in panic stops, 
to prevent complete failure should mechanical difficulties occur at 
one wheel, and to provide a visible warning system for impending 
failure from low brake fluid. 


. A higher percentage of weight on rear wheels for better traction and 
handling qualities. 


DRIVERS INADEQUATE FOR TODAY’S CARS, DOCTOR DECLARES 


Dr. Emil Seletz, of the University of California School of Medicine, 
has declared that the average human isn’t physically equipped to drive 
a modern, high-powered car. 

Addressing the International College of Surgeons, Dr. Seletz said the 
average driver does not have adequate cortico-spinal reflex responses 
necessary for operating today’s sensitive vehicles. 

He added that he is filled with horror in contemplating the rising toll 
of preventable head injuries resulting from the progress of ‘“‘our push- 
button, mechanized civilization.” 

Also touching on the automotive picture was Dr. Clair S. Linton, who 
said that backseat drivers may be suffering from inadequate nutrition. 

Asserting that there is a possibility of developing a remedy for back- 
seat driving, Dr. Linton cited the case of a woman who was badly fright- 
ened whenever her husband drove over 55 miles an hour. He said she 
lost her apprehension after a few vitamin injections. 

—Automotive News 


* * * 


The key to executive success is the ability to inspire teamwork. 
—Henry L. Doherty 
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A Chattanooga Aid for One-Man Cars 


Outdoor-type loud speakers mounted on the rear of one-man traffic cars 
are doing a good job for the Chattanooga, Tenn., Police Department. 

As explained by Capt. Lamar Boyd of the Traffic Bureau, here’s how 
the installation works: 

“The loud speaker on the rear of our traffic cars is a regular outdoor 
type (University IB-8 or equivalent). They were installed by our radio 
engineer, R. E. Richmond, on order of Chief Ed Brown in November, 1955 
when four new traffic cars were put in service. 

“The wiring consists of a double-throw switch which connects receiver 
out-put to the inside or outside speaker as desired. A police officer arriving 
at the scene of an accident merely flips the switch to ‘outside speaker’ and 
maintains contact with the dispatcher at headquarters while making his 
investigation. The volume may be turned up so transmission will be 
heard one-half block away if necessary. The cost of the installation is less 
than $30.00 per unit including labor. 

‘Another use for the outside speaker on a modified scale has been with 
the radio pack-set used by the Radar Patrol. This speaker is mounted 
directly on the pack-set and replaces the internal speaker. An officer on 
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the receiving end is able to hear his partner’s dispatch (from radar car) 
without carrying the pack-set around with him. It may be placed on the 
curb and can be heard 50 to 75 feet away, depending on the surrounding 
noise level. 

“Fire Department vehicles also have standard two-way radio operation 
with outside speakers which may be used for receiving calls from the fire 
dispatcher or by the Chief at the scene to direct operations. 

“Our experience with this system has been very satisfactory and we are 
considering this installation on all district patrol cars. It would avoid 
getting in and out of service so much with minor investigations and traffic 
violators.” 





TRAFFIC INSTITUTE ENROLLMENTS UP 55 PER CENT 


The first five short courses, conferences and clinics conducted by 
the Traffic Institute on the Evanston and Chicago campuses of 
Northwestern University in the first quarter of the 1956-57 aca- 
demic year showed a 55 per cent increase in attendance as compared 
with the similar offerings a year ago. 


Here are the comparative figures: 
Number Enrolled 
1956 


Fundamentals of Police Traffic Service 32 63 
Accident Investigation—Administration and 

Techniques 34 
Trafic Law Enforcement—Administration and 

Techniques . 28 
Trafic Court Conference (in cooperation with 

the American Bar Association) 44 
Traffic Safety Clinic for Newspapermen (in co- 

operation with Medill School of Journalism, 

Northwestern University, and Inland Daily 

Press Association) 31 


129 200 


“We are gratified that so many departments are taking advantage 
of the training opportunities presented here,” said Ray Ashworth, 
acting director of the Traffic Institute. “Anticipating that this heavy 
demand for training will continue during the winter and spring 
months, however, we feel obliged to encourage department heads to 
enroll their representatives as early as possible.” 
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"Yield" Sign Legislation Adopted by States 


by 


Rosert L. DoniGan 


Counsel 


and 
Epwarb C. FIsHER 


Associate Counsel 
The Trafic Institute 


Designation of preferential right-of-way at intersections through use 
of the familiar “‘yield” sign has been adopted in 15 states. Leaders in 
the field were Georgia, Maine, and Oklahoma, in which legislatures legal- 
ized it in their 1953 sessions. Following suit in 1955 were California, 
Connecticut, Illinois, Michigan, Montana, North and South Carolina, 
Utah and Washington. 

Virginia passed legislation permitting it in 1954 and again in 1956. 
Ohio and New Jersey were the most recent converts, in 1956. The laws 
of all of these states now require the driver approaching a yield sign to 
yield the right-of-way to vehicles on the street to be entered, regardless 
of direction. 

Six of the above require the driver on the non-favored street to slow to 
a stated speed: California (15), Connecticut (10), Georgia (10), Illinois 
(20), Maine (15), and Montana (15). Four require him to slow to a 
reasonable speed: Michigan, Oklahoma, South Carolina, and Utah. North 
Carolina merely requires him to slow down and yield. Three states, 
Ohio, Utah, and Virginia, simply require him to yield, with no mention 
of slowing or stopping. California and Washington require him to slow 
his speed and stop if necessary in order to yield. 


Ten of the states require the non-favored driver to yield to vehicles on 
the intersecting street which are approaching so closely “‘as to constitute 
an immediate hazard”: California, Georgia, Illinois, Maine, Michigan, 
Montana, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Utah, and Washington. Ohio and 
Virginia require him to yield to vehicles approaching on the intersecting 
street. North Carolina requires him to yield to any vehicle in move- 
ment on the through street ‘‘which is approaching so as to arrive at the 
intersection at approximately the same time”’ as he will. Connecticut 
requires him to yield ‘‘to pedestrians and to such other trafic as may be 
necessary to avoid a collision.” 

In addition to Connecticut—Maine, Ohio, and Utah require yielding 
to pedestrians as well as vehicles. South Carolina and Washington use 
the inclusive term ‘‘all traffic” in this connection. 
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Only California and Utah have retained the confusing provision that said 
driver having so yielded may then proceed and drivers on the through 
street then are required to yield to him. On this feature Illinois real- 
istically provides that “‘said driver having so yielded may proceed at such 
time as a safe interval occurs.” 

Seven of the states, Connecticut, Georgia, Illinois, Maine, Montana, 
South Carolina, and Washington, establish a presumption with respect 
to his failure to yield if the non-favored driver is involved in a collision 
or interference with another vehicle in the intersection. 

Proposals to include the principles of the yield sign in the Uniform 
Vehicle Code were approved at the meeting of the National Committee 
on Uniform Traffic Laws and Ordinances July 31 and August 1 in Chi- 
cago. Copies of the New Jersey law, effective June 19, 1956, have not 


been available for analysis. 
* Ok OK 





WANTED: A CHANGE IN PUBLIC OPINION 
by 


Ernest C. Gou.tp 


Editor, Water Wheel 
Rotary Club of Watertown, N. Y. 


There is an interesting wild western program on the air known 
as ‘““Gun Smoke” which deals with the efforts of a fast shooting 
U. S. marshal to preserve law and order in an age when man carried 
a gun and it was no crime to shoot a man provided that the victim 
was also armed. Public opinion favored these conditions. Public 
opinion eventually changed them. 

We have a similar situation today in connection with the operation 
of motor vehicles. A careless driver can kill and maim other per- 
sons on the highway and juries refuse to convict him of any wrong 
doing. Public opinion again is the controlling factor. Apparently 
there are sufficient laws to make use of the highways safe, but 
public opinion is too indifferent to make effective enforcement 
possible. 

Until public opinion takes the attitude that the careless driver is 
just as much a ‘menace as the gun toting trigger-man and backs 
up our law enforcement agencies in a real effort to apprehend and 
punish reckless drivers, little progress can be made to reduce the 
annual toll of over 38,000 fatalities and over one and a third million 
persons injured. 
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Disney Film Offered to Police Agencies 


A Walt Disney traffic safety film, “I’m No Fool As A Pedestrian,” has 
been offered to police departments throughout the nation by the Traffic 
Division of the International Association of Chiefs of Police, in cooper- 
ation with the Automotive Safety Foundation. 

Two hundred and fifty prints were made available to city and state 
law enforcement agencies on a population basis and all have been accepted. 

The 16mm Technicolor movie will be shown to school children and 
other groups as part of police department traffic safety programs. 

Describing man’s age-old problem of walking safety in ‘“‘getting from 
here to there,” the film stars Disney’s entertaining character, Jiminy 
Cricket, who lays down the basic safety rules for a ‘““happy pedestrian.” 
Using catchy lyrics and melody, Jiminy conducts an unusual contest be- 
tween Y-O-U and a Common Ordinary Fool. During the contest, pedes- 
trian safety rules are reviewed. 

Third in the “I’m No Fool” series produced by Disney, the pedestrian 
safety film made its debut recently on the Mickey Mouse TV club. The 
first two films in the series dealt with bicycle and fire safety. Both have 
won major awards of the National Safety Council and of the American 
Automobile Association. An earlier Disney film, ““Motor Mania,” was 
widely acclaimed by safety educators in all fields and currently is being 
shown by many police departments to create awareness of the import- 
ance of highway safety. 


* * * 


“Parking Guides for Cities’? Available 


Inadequate parking facilities for motor vehicles in many urban areas 
of the United States are contributing to a decline in land values and caus- 
ing other econonic losses within the older and larger commercial centers, 
according to the Bureau of Public Roads, U.S. Department of Commerce. 

A report titled “‘Parking Guides for Cities’? released by the Bureau 
states that the impact of more and more motor vehicles attempting to 
move and park in limited space has resulted in a crippling congestion 
causing an increase of motor vehicle accidents, inconvenience and pre- 
venting full realization of the speed, economy and maximum use of mod- 
ern highway service. 

The report analyzes each element of today’s parking problem in our 
cities and indicates practical suggestions for their solution. Action for 
relief of parking congestion taken individually and cooperatively by private 
enterprise, commercial operators and public officials is discussed. 

The report may be obtained from the Superintendent of Documents, 
Go. ernment Printing Office, Washington 25, D.C., or field offices of the 
De; artment of Commerce. The price is 55 cents. 
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by 
Rosert L. Donican 
Counsel 





and 


Epwarop C. FIsHER 


Associate Counsel 
The Traffic Institute 


COURT’S JURISDICTION NOT AFFECTED BY FALSE ARREST 


A RECURRENT question arising in discussions among traffic police, 
prosecutors and judges is whether a court has jurisdiction to try 
a person who has been brought before it by false arrest or other illegal 
means. Uncertainty about this point seems to persist despite the practi- 
cally universal rule that jurisdiction of a person actually before the court 
is in no way affected by the manner in which it was acquired. 

Argument has even been advanced to the effect that the issuance of 
a citation constitutes an arrest which is illegal unless the offense charged 
was committed in the presence of the officer and that the court can ac- 
quire no jurisdiction over a person so brought before it. The initial 
fallacy of such a notion lies in the fact that issuance of a citation does 
not constitute an arrest. (““Know the Law,” Traffic Digest & Review, 
May, 1956.) 

The present discussion will deal only with cases in which an accused 
person has been brought before the court after having been taken into 
actual custody by some sort of illegal seizure. It will not cover cases 
involving lack of jurisdiction over the subject matter, as where no proper 
complaint or information is before the court to empower it to act. (See 
“Know the Law,” Traffic Digest & Review, September and October, 1956.) 
Situations discussed will be those in which an actual arrest is illegal 
because made without any warrant, made under an invalid warrant, or 
made after an accused has been forcibly abducted or lured within the 
court’s reach by fraud or other improper means. 


GENERAL RULE STATED 


In a case coming before the Supreme Judicial Court of Massachusetts 
in 1932! the accused had been arrested by state police officers without a 
warrant for driving while under the influence of intoxicating liquor. He 


1 Commonwealth v. Gorman, 288 Mass. 294, 192 N.E. 618, 96 ALR 977 (1932). 
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contended the arrest was illegal because, under Massachusetts law prior 
to the 1954 amendment, no arrest for a trafic offense could be made 
unless the accused had no driver’s license issued by the registrar of that 
state. Therefore he contended the arrest was illegal, which deprived the 
court of jurisdiction to try him for the offense. The court said: ‘“‘We 
think it is the law that where the defendant is physically before the court 
upon a complaint or indictment, either because he is held in custody 
after an arrest or because he has appeared in person after giving bail, 
the invalidity of the original arrest is immaterial even though seasonably 
raised as regards the jurisdiction of the court to proceed with the case.” 


This has long been the rule in the federal courts. For instance, in 1952, 
the Municipal Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia had before 
it a case in which the defendant had been arrested by a plain-clothes 
policeman without a warrant and on mere suspicion. His motion to dis- 
miss for lack of jurisdiction was held properly denied. The court said: 
‘‘Appellee was in court, charged by information with the commission of a 
crime. We have twice ruled that a court will not inquire into the manner 
in which an accused is brought before it. * * * Very recently the Supreme 
Court in Frisbie v. Collins, 342 U.S. 519, 72 S.Ct. 509, 511 said: ‘This 
court has never departed from the rule announced in Ker v. J/linots, 
119 U.S. 436, 444, 7 S.Ct. 225, 229, 30 L.Ed. 421, that the power of a 
court to try a person for crime is not impaired by the fact that he had 
been brought within the jurisdiction of the court by reason of a forcible 
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abduction.’”” 


Ker v. Illinois, referred to in the foregoing opinion, was a case decided 
in 1886 wherein Ker was convicted of larceny in the Criminal Court of 
Cook County, Illinois. After having been forcibly kidnapped in the city 
of Lima, Peru, he had been held prisoner on a ship until it reached San 
Francisco, where he was arrested on proper extradition papers and brought 
to Chicago. His plea in abatement reciting these facts was overruled 
and his conviction affirmed by the Supreme Court of Illinois. Later the 
United States Supreme Court held there was no denial of ‘due process 
of law” in what had occurred. The court said: ‘‘We do not intend to say 
that there may not be proceedings previous to the trial, in regard to 
which the prisoner could invoke in some manner the provisions of this 
clause of the Constitution, but for mere irregularities in the manner in 
which he may be brought into the custody of the law, we do not think 
he is entitled to say that he should not be tried at all for the crime with which 
he 1s charged in a regular indictment. He may be arrested by persons 
without any warrant, or without any previous complaint, and brought 
before a proper officer, and this may be in some sense said to be ‘without 
due process of law.’ But it would hardly be claimed that, after the case 


United States v. McNeil, 91 A.2d 849 (1952). 
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had been investigated and the defendant held by the proper authorities 
to answer for the crime, he could plead that he was first arrested ‘without 
due process of law.’ * * * There are authorities of the highest respect- 
ability which hold that such forcible abduction is no sufficient reason 
why the party should not answer when brought within the jurisdiction 
of the court which has the right to try him for such an offense and pre- 
sents no valid objection to the trial in such court.”” (Emphasis supplied.) 


The latest expression of a federal court on this point was in reference 
to the recent application of Morton Sobell, convicted as a co-defendant 
in the celebrated Rosenberg espionage case of 1951, to set aside his con- 
viction on the ground that he was forcibly abducted from: Mexico. The 
record showed he had been arrested by Mexican secret police and turned 
over to F.B.I. agents at the border without any attempt being made to 
inaugurate extradition proceedings.*? The judge held there was no merit 
in Sobell’s application, citing Frisbie v. Collins (1952) and Ker v. Illinois, 
supra. 


The reasons for the rule are well stated in an opinion of the United 
States Supreme Court in 1887 in a case wherein one Mahon had been 
violently seized by a band of armed men in West Virginia, taken over 
into Kentucky and there held in jail. The court said: ‘“The jurisdiction 
of the court in which the indictment is found is not impaired by the 
manner in which the accused is brought before it. * * * There is indeed 
an entire occurrence of opinion as to the ground upon which a release 
of the appellant in the present case is asked, namely, that his forcible 
abduction from another state, and conveyance within the jurisdiction of 
the court holding him, is no objection to his detention and trial for the 
offense charged. They all proceed upon the obvious ground that the 
offender against the law of the state is not relieved from liability because 
of personal injuries received from private parties, or because of indig- 
nities committed against another state. It would indeed be a strange 
conclusion if a party charged with a criminal offense could be excused 
from answering to the government whose laws he had violated because 
other parties had done violence to him, and also committed an offense 
against the laws of another state.’ 


Other courts have stated the reason to be that the issue to be tried is 
the guilt or innocence of the accused, not that of other parties. Wrongful 
acts of individual officers or others are not the acts of the state nor will 
such misconduct be imputed to the state. Paraphrasing the old saying 
that “two wrongs do not make a right,” it might be said that the wrongful 
act of an officer in arresting or abducting an accused person does not 
absolve that person of his sins. 


3United States v. Sobell, 142 F.Supp. 515 (U.S. Dist. Ct., So. Dist., N. Y.-1956-Kauffman, J.). 
‘Mahon v. Justice, 127 U.S. 700, 709, 712, 8 S.Ct. 1204, 1211, 32 L.Ed. 283 (1887). 
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SAME RULE PREVAILS IN STATE COURTS 


The rule prevailing in practically all of the state courts is expressed 
in one of the leading law texts as follows: “‘As a general rule jurisdiction 
of the person is not affected by the way it is acquired. It is of no con- 
sequence that fraud, deceit, physical force, or any illegal means whatso- 
ever has been employed to bring the person of the defendant within the 
reach of the court. If the court lawfully acquires jurisdiction of his person 
after he is within the reach of its process, the means used to bring him 
there will not be inquired into.’ 


In a well reasoned Idaho case decided in 1950° the defendant, after 
having been convicted of driving while under the influence of intoxicating 
liquor, maintained his arrest without warrant was illegal because no 
offense had been committed in the presence of the officers. Rejecting 
his contention that this defeated the court’s jurisdiction to try him, the 
Supreme Court of Idaho said: ‘‘Where the accused is personally before 
the court the jurisdiction of the court to try him is not impaired by the 
manner in which he is brought before the court. The remedy of the 
appellant, if any, does not go to the limits of the prosecution, and has no 
bearing on the question of whether he is guilty or innocent, and such illegal 
arrest, if it was, is no reason why he should not answer the charge against 
him when brought before a tribunal having jurisdiction. The manner 
of arrest is not cause for exemption from prosecution and it follows that 
he is not wronged by being subjected to the jurisdiction even if his de- 
tention in the first instance was unlawful. If the means of arrest were 
unlawful it could not be chargeable to the state sovereignty, and would 
furnish no reason for discharging the prisoner and not proceeding with 
the prosecution.” (Emphasis applied.) 


A similar situation existed in a Colorado case decided in 1954,’ in 
which the accused was convicted of driving while under the influence of 
intoxicating liquor, speeding and leaving the scene of an accident. There 
was nothing in the record to show that any of these offenses was com- 
mitted in the presence of the officer, who arrested Griffith without a 
warrant. The defendant was taken before the County Court, where he 
was released on an appearance bond. Prior to pleading to the charge, 
he moved to dismiss for lack of jurisdiction of the court over his person 
on the ground that his arrest without warrant was illegal. The Supreme 
Court of Colorado said: “‘Assuming for the purpose of argument that 
such a showing (of illegal arrest) had been made of record, it would not 
follow that the trial court was without jurisdiction over the person of 


defendant. The applicable rule as stated in 22 C.J.S., Criminal Law, 


5 1- Am. Jur., Criminal Law, sec. 217, further stating that the invalidity of arrest is likewise immaterial, 
_ ‘id) see, 219, n. 13. See also: 22 C.J.S.. Criminal Law, secs. 144, 146, n. 84, and Note: 175 ALR 948. 
St te v. Poynter, 70 Idaho 438, 220 P.2d 386 (1950). 

‘People v. Griffith, 130 Colo. 475, 276 P.2d 972 (1954). 
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sec. 144, p. 236, is, inter alia: ‘As a general rule, however, the juridsiction 
of the court in which an information or indictment is found is not im- 
paired by the manner in which accused is brought before it; courts of 
criminal jurisdiction not being required to inquire as to how the prisoner 
came within reach of their mandates, the presence of the accused in the 
court on a proper charge being sufficient to confer jurisdiction of his person 
thereon, even though he was arrested without a warrant contrary to law. The 
illegal arrest of one charged with crime is no bar to his prosecution if all 
other elements necessary to give a court jurisdiction to try accused are 
present, a conviction in such a case being unaffected by such unlawful 
arrest.’ ”” (Emphasis supplied.) 

The same result has been reached in cases of arrest under warrant 
executed on Sunday in violation of law. In a case which came before 
County Judge Hanagan of Oneida County, N. Y., in 1942, one Baxter 
had been arrested on Sunday by a police officer who took him into custody 
under a warrant containing no endorsement authorizing its execution on 
Sunday. His motion to dismiss for lack of jurisdiction over his person 
was held properly overruled, even though the Sunday arrest was ad- 
mittedly unlawful. Judge Hanagan affirmed the conviction (for violation 
of the parking regulations of Utica, N. Y.) and said: “It does not follow 
that the subsequent convictions of the defendant must be vacated and 
set aside. The City Court had jurisdiction of the offense charged. The 
City Court of Utica acquired jurisdiction of the person of the defendant 
when he was brought before the court charged with the infractions, re- 
gardless of the legality of the arrest. Under these circumstances the 
manner of the defendant’s arrest does not affect the validity of his trial 
and convictions.’’® 

A significant case on the question of jurisdiction being dependent upon 
the issuance of a warrant came before the Supreme Court of Minnesota 
in 1951.° In a habeas corpus proceeding one Schwanke contended his con- 
viction was illegal because he was arrested on a defective warrant, so that 
the court had no jurisdiction over his person. The court held the validity 
of the warrant immaterial insofar as jurisdiction over the person was 
concerned, saying: “‘A warrant in a criminal case has the sole function of 
giving the court jurisdiction over the person of the accused dy bringing 
him in person before the court to answer the charge made against him, and, 
once the accused is before the court the warrant becomes wholly inoperative 
and any defect therein ceases to be material. * * * The warrant itself 
confers no jurisdiction. Jurisdiction over the person has its commencement 
with and its sole foundation in the actual presence of the accused before the 
court. It has been held that once a court has acquired jurisdiction over 


the person of the accused, such jurisdiction is not subject to attack be- 


8Peorle v. Baxter, 36 N.Y.S.2d 1020, 1023 (Oneida Co.Ct.-1942). 
9State ex rel Schwanke v. Utecht, 233 Minn. 434, 47 N.W.2d 99 (1951). 
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cause no warrant was issued, or the warrant was technically defective 
* * * or related to a different criminal charge from that upon which the 
accused was tried, or the arrest of the accused was illegal, or he was 
illegally brought into the state. Under the complaint the court has juris- 
diction of the offense and by his presence in court jurisdiction was acquired 
over his person. We do not mean to say that in the event of an illegal arrest 
there may not be, in certain cases, a remedy by appropriate action for 
that wrong. Furthermore, aside from the immateriality of the defect or 
typographical error in the warrant of arrest, appellant, by reason of his 
plea of guilty, is in no position to challenge the jurisdiction of the court. 
By entering a plea of either guilty or not guilty in a criminal prosecution, 
a person waives objection to the jurisdiction of the court over his per- 
son.”!°, (Emphasis supplied). 

The foregoing cases illustrate the rule that jurisdiction of a court to 
try an offender for a violation of the law is not dependent upon the legality 
of the means by which he is brought into court. That the rule is virtually 
universal is borne out by citation of some of the leading cases in this 
country.!! 


WAS. to the immateriality of a warrant when the accused is personally before the court see: 2 
Criminal Law, sec. 316, nn. 68-69; 16 C.J., Criminal Law, sec. 515, p. 298, nn. 43-44. 

Ala. Dillard v. State, 137 Ala. 106, 34 So. 851 (1902). 

Ariz. State v. Superior Court, 26 Ariz. 583, 229 P.2d 96 (1924). 

Mass. Commonwealth v. Conlin, 184 Mass. 195, 68 N.E. 207 (1903). 

Minn. State v. Volk, 144 Minn. 223, 174 N.W. 883 (1919); 

State ex rel Schwanke v. Utecht, supra; State v. Nugent, 108 Minn. 267, 121 N.W. 898 (1909). 

Nebr. Nelson v. State, 115 Nebr. 26, 211 N.W. 175 (1926); Sothman v. State, 66 Nebr. 302, 92 N.W. 
303 (1902); Cohoe v. State, 79 Nebr. 811, 113 N.W. 532 (1907). 

N.M. City of Clovis v. Archie, 60 N.M. 239, 290 P.2d 1075 (1955). 

N.Y. People v. Geisman, 149 Misc. 847, 269 N.Y.S. 621 (1933) ; oe v. Yerman, 138 Misc. 272, 246N.Y.S 
665 (1930); People v. Ostrosky, 95 Misc. 104, 160 N.Y.S. 493 (1916); People v. Chambers, 189 Mise. 
502, 74 N.Y.S.2d 293 (1947). 

Okla. Bowen v. State, 5 Okla.Cr. 605, 115 P. 376 (1911). 

Va. Waller v. Commonwealth, 84 Va. 492, 5 S.E, 364 (1888). 

Ala. Wilson v. State, 25 Ala.App. 298, 145 So. 591 (1933)—unlawful arrest and removal from Mis- 
sissippi; Ham v. State, 22 Ala.App. 582, 118 So. 241 (1928)—illegal arrest; Ex p. Sellers, 250 Ala. 
87, 33 So 2d 349 (1948). 

Ark. State v. elmore, 45 Ark. 243 (1885)—zanture in Indian territory. 

Cal. People v. Wilson, 106 Cal.App.2d 716, 236 P.2d 9 (1951)—illegal arrest. 

Colo. People v. Griffith, supra— illegal arrest. 

Del. State v. Moore, 43 Del. 509, 50 A.2d 791 (1941)—-abduction. 

D.C. United States v. McNeil, supra—illegal arrest. 

Ga. Joiner v. State, 66 Ga.App. 106, 17 S.E.2d 101 (1941)—illegal arrest; Humphrey v. State, 46 Ga.App. 

720, 169 S.E. 53 (1933); Nobles v. State, 81 Ga.App. 229, 58 S.E.2d 496, 499 (1950). 
Idaho Re Moyer, 12 Idaho 250, 85 P.2d 997, 12 LRA(NS) 227, 118 Am. St. Rep. 214 (1906), affirmed 
203 U.S. 221—irregular extradition; State v. Poynter, supra—illegal arrest. 

Ill. People v. Rogen, 396 Ill. 554, 72 N. E.2d 311 (1947)—illegal extradition from Kansas. The court 
said: ‘The question whether the prisoner was lawfully or unlawfully surrendered to the demanding 
state affects neither the ee nor the innocence of the accused, nor the jurisdiction of the trial court 
to try him.’’ People v. Guthman, 211 Ill.App. 373 (1918)—illegal arrest. 

Iowa State v. Day, 58 Iowa 678, 12 N.W. 733 (1882)—illegal arrest and abduction from Wisconsin. 

Kans. Foster v. Hudspe sth, 170 Kans. 338, 224 P.2d 987 (1950)—abduction from Iowa. ‘This court has 
held that the jurisdiction of a district court to try a person ona charge of having committed a public 
offense does not depend upon how he came to be in this state.’ For discussion of earlier rule in 
Kansas see State v. Wellman, 102 Kans. 503, 170 P. 1052, LRA 1918D 949 (1918). 

Ky. Winfield v. Peake, Justice of the Peace, 238 Ky. 427, 38 S.W.2d 214 (1931)— illegal arrest: 
failure to take arrestee before the nearest and most convenient magistrate; Prater v. Common- 
wealth, 216 Ky. 451, 287 S.W. (1926)—invalid search warrant. 

Me. State v. Bradley, 96 Me. 121, 51 A. 816 (1902)—illegal arrest. 

Md. McGuire v. State, 200 Md. 601, 92 A.2d 582 (1952)—abduction from Washington, D. C. 

Mass. Commonwealth v. Gorman, supra illegal arrest. : 

Mich. People v. Mahler, 329 Mich. 155, 45 N.W.2d 14 (1950)—abduction from Indiana; People v. Miller, 

_ 235 Mich. 340, 209 N.W. 81 (1926)—illegal arrest. 

Minn. State ex rel Schwanke v. Utecht, supra—illegal arrest. 

Miss. Roberts v. State, 186 Miss. 732, 191 So. 823 _— -abduction. 

Mo. See Schwartz v. Dutro, 298 S.W. 769 (Mo.-1927 4 

Nebr. Jackson v. Olson, 146 Nebr. 885, 22 N.W.2d 124, 165 ALR 932 (1946); Howell v. Hahn, 155 Nebr. 
698, 55 N.W. 81 (1952)—“‘It is a general rule that where a person accused of crime is found within 
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CONCLUSION 


It is not the purpose of this article to suggest or lend encouragement 
to the making of illegal arrests or devious means of haling law violators 
before the courts, even though the jurisdiction of the latter is not affected. 
Wholly aside from the risk of personal liability for damages which officers 
may incur through such unauthorized practices, the ultimate effect upon 
their public relations inevitably will be unfavorable. Public revulsion 
against illegal police methods is justifiable when it is considered that 
one of the strongest mainstays of our American way is our stern con- 
demnation of methods and techniques reminiscent of the ‘‘police state.” 
Police officers can do their cause incalculable harm in allowing zeal to 
prevail over sound judgment. Every effort must be made toward the 
apprehension and punishment of law violators. The public justifiably 
demands this, but is even more insistent that it be done in a lawful man- 
ner. Deviation from established standards leads to contempt and distrust 
for the law and gives substance to popular prejudices against law enforce- 
ment officers and their methods. Laudable ends will never justify ques- 
tionable means.” 

The police can best serve the public by the use of lawful methods. 
It is true that the public generally is not aware of the archaic restrictions 
inherited from the early English common law and imposed by statute in 
many states upon police authority to arrest without warrant for mis- 


the territorial jurisdiction where he is so charged the right to put him on trial for the offense charged 
is not impaired by the fact that he was brought from another jurisdiction by illegal means such 
as kidnapping, unlawful force, fraud or the like.’ 

N.J. State v. LaSalle, 19 N.J.Super. 510, 89 A.2d 94 (1952), certiorari denied 73 S.Ct. 60—extradition. 

N.M. State v. Wise, 58 N.M. 164, 267 P.2d 992 (1954)—forcible abduction from Texas. 

N.Y. People v. Mason, 198 Misc. 452, 97 N.Y.S.2d 462 (Steuben Co. Ct.-1950)—illegal arrest in traffic 
case; People v. Baxter, supra; People v. Decker, supra; People v. Hanley, 240 N.Y. 455, 148 N.E. 
634 (1925) —irregular extradition from foreign country. But see: People v. Phillips, 284 N.Y. 235, 
30 N.E.2d 488 (1940), under special procedure relating to ‘‘offenses.’ 

N.C. State v. Tickle, 238 N.C. 206, 77 S.E.2d 632 (1953). 

Ohio Wise v. State, 96 N.E.2d 786 (Oh. App.-1950)—extradition. 

Okla. Traxler v. State, 251 P.2d 815, 821 (Okla.Cr.App.-1952)—‘‘The basic principle supporting the 
general rule is that when a person accused of crime is held under valid process in the proper form, 
such detention is not rendered invalid because of the illegality of the events which preceded, or 
which made the detention physically possible. His wrong against the state holding him is not to 
be condoned because of the illegality of the means employ ed in obtaining custody. The means 
used to bring him there will not be a subject of inquiry. 

Ore. Macomber v. Alexander, 255 P.2d 164 (Or.-1953)—‘‘Courts of criminal jurisdiction need not inquire 
how the prisoner at the bar came within reach of their mandates; for jurisdictional purposes it is 
— ient that he is there.’’—irregular extradition; Anderson v. G ladden, 288 P.2d 823 (1955)—ex- 
tradition. 

Pa. Commonwealth v. Baldi, 179 Pa.Super. 119, 106 A.2d 910 (1954)—illegal arrest. 

S. C. State v. Waitus, 83 S.E.2d 629 (1954)—illegal arrest in North Carolina. 

Tex. Ex p. Davis, 51 Tex.Cr.R. 608, 103 S.W. 891, 12 LRA(NS) 225, 14 Ann.Cas. 522 (1907)—abduction 
from Louisiana. See Benavides v. State, 143 Tex.Cr.R. 481, 154 S.W.2d 260 (1941)—abduction 
from Mexico by Mexican police. The court intimates the result would have been otherwise if the 
seizure had been made by American officers. 

Vt. In re Greenbrough, 116 Vt. 277, 75 A.2d 569 (1950)—irregular extradition. 

Wash. State v. Ryan, 293 P.2d 399 (1955)—illegal arrest. 

W.Va. State v. MeAninch, 95 W Va. 362, 121 S.E. 161 (1924)—abduction from Pennsylvania; State v. 
Snodgrass, 91 W.Va. 553, 114 S.E. 136 (1922)—illegal arrest; State v. Sisler, 122 W.Va. 594, 11 
S.E.2d 534 (1940)—extradition. 

Wis. Baker v. State, 88 Wis. 140, 59 N.W. 570 (1894)—extradition. 

— Kingen v. Kelley, 3 Wyo. 566, 28 P. 36, 15 LRA 177 (1891)—abduction. 

U.S. Albrecht v. U.S., 273 U.S. 1 (1926)—illegal arrest; Frisbie v. Collins, 342 U.S. 519, 72 S.Ct. a 
96 L.Ed. 541 (1952)—abdue tion; Ex p. Johnson, 167 U.S . 120, 17 S.Ct. 735, 42 L.Ed. 103 (1897 
Illegal arrest; Mahon v. Justice, supra—abduction; U.S. v. Baldi, supra—illegal arrest; Ker Vv. 





12See “Know the Law,"’ Traffic Digest & Review, May, 1955: ‘‘Duty of Police to Exercise Restraint.” 
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demeanors not committed in their presence. This applies most forcibly 
when a driver of a motor vehicle flagrantly violates traffic rules and 
regulations, thereby causing a traffic collision.» The person who has 
thereby suffered serious injury or property damage expects the police 
investigator who later arrives at the scene to arrest the culprit for his 
offenses and would be shocked if the officer refused to do so and to learn 
the officer was without legal authority to so act. The remedy is not 
for the police to thus accede to popular demand in such instances but 
for them to educate the public and the legislatures to the need of providing 
them with modern tools in the form of broader authority so that they 
can do a more efficient job in this modern age." 


13See ‘‘Traffic Safety and the Laws of Arrest,’’ Traffic Digest & Review, February, 1956. 

'4See sections 16-104 to 16-113, Uniform Vehicle Code, recommended for adoption by states. (Recently 
revised (August, 1956) to provide broader police authority to issue traffic citations and removing some 
restrictions upon arrest authority for offense in connection with traffic collisions.) 

* * * 


Here's Late Info on Vehicle Registration and Use 


The tremendous increase in the number of motor vehicles in the United 
States and in their use was pinpointed recently by C.D. Curtiss, commis- 
sioner of the U.S. Bureau of Public Roads, Department of Commerce, in 
an address before the Regional Businessmen’s Highway, Transit and Park- 
ing Conference in Boston. 

He gave the following motor vehicle registration figures: 


ME sx caswass 3.6 million 
Pe 10.5 million 
1940 ......: -,..32.5 million 
. ae 49.2 million 
re 62.8 million 
rer 65+ million (estimated) 


Mr. Curtiss estimated that by 1965 there would be in excess of 80 
million cars, trucks, and buses, and by 1975 more than 90 million. He 
pointed out that in 1940 U.S. motorists traveled 302 billion vehicle miles; 
in 1955, a total of 603 billion. The estimate for 1965 is 814 billion. 

“To bring the astronomical figure for 1955 trafic down to something 
more understandable,” Mr. Curtiss said, “‘it is the equivalent of 274,000 


round trips daily between New York and San Francisco.” 
* * * 


SAFE DRIVER CLINIC HELD 


The Greater New York Safety Council, in cooperation with the Board 
of ‘!'ransportation and the police and fire departments, set up drivers’ 
test'ng machines to be used in determining reactions and vision, the 
Am¢rican Municipal Association reports. Officials found that about one 
in fo ir of those who came into the clinic had faulty reactions or eye defects. 
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October Deaths Down 12 Per Cent 


Traffic Toll Trend Reversed! 


i kw NATION responded to the traffic accident emergency with an amaz- 
ing 12 per cent death reduction in October, the National Safety 
Council has reported. 

The Council said the sharp drop not only halted 19 consecutive months 
of increases, but completely reversed the normal seasonal trend. 

Deaths totaled 3,450 for October. Not only was this 12 per cent under 
the same month of last year, but it was the lowest death toll for any 
October since 1949. Not since January of 1948 had traffic deaths been 
reduced as much as 12 per cent in any month, the Council said. 

The October total reversed the usual seasonal trend of deaths, accord- 
ing to the Council, by dropping to the lowest level since June. Usually 
deaths are higher in October than in any preceding month of the year. 
The Council estimated that the October toll was about 800 fewer than 
a normal statistical projection would have predicted. 

For 10 months, traffic deaths totaled 32,420. While still more than for 
the same period last year, the great improvement in October dropped the 
year’s increase from 8 per cent at the end of nine months to 5 per cent for 
10 months. 

“We haven’t yet headed off an all-time high traffic death toll this year, 
exceeding the 39,969 killed in 1941,” said Ned H. Dearborn, Council 
president. ‘‘But an equally spectacular performance in the last two 
months of the year would make it a very distinct possibility. We are 
almost certain now that the toll will be well under 41,000. A couple of 
months ago it looked as if it might reach 42,000.” 

Figures on travel are not available for October, so the influence of 
travel on the death decrease cannot be determined, the Council said. 
At the end of August, when deaths were up 8 per cent over the previous 
year, travel was up 6 per cent. The death rate for eight months was 
6.0 compared with 5.9 for the same months for the previous year. 

The October decrease was general and widespread. All regions of the 
country reported improvements, ranging from 6 per cent to 20 per cent. 
Of the 45 states reporting, 32 had improvements. 

But for 10 months, only 14 states had fewer deaths than a year ag 
Rhode Island —31% Nebraska 
Nevada —27% Maine 
Tennessee Ohio 
Delaware 
Michigan Connecticut 
Kentucky New Hampshire 
Virginia South Dakota 1% 
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The downward trend was apparent in cities even more than in rural 


areas. 


A 19 per cent improvement was achieved in October by 571 re- 


porting cities. For 10 months, these cities had only a 2 per cent increase, 
compared with the 5 per cent increase for the nation as a whole. 
Of the 571 reporting cities, 134 had fewer deaths in October, while 


338 reported no change. 


Among the cities with improvements at the end of 10 months, the 
following have populations of more than 200,000: 


Rochester, WN. ¥......... 
Jacksonville, Fla 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

St. Paul, Minn. ......... 
Providence, R. I. ....... 
Washington, D.C. ...... 
Houston, Tex. .......... 
San Antonio, Tex. ...... 
New York, N. Y. ....... 
Denver, Colo 


Long Beach, Calif. ...... 


Perfect records among the 571 cities totaled 403 in October. 


Toledo, Ohio 

eS ee 
Pusseueee, Pa. ......... 
Dayton, Ohio 
eee rere 
Oklahoma City, Okla. .. 
ot 
Columbus, Ohio 
Indianapolis, Ind. ....... 
Detroit, Mich. .......... 


- *- 
The 


three largest were Columbus, Ohio (375,900); Providence, R. I. (248,700), 


and Grand Rapids, Mich. (176,500). 


At the end of 10 months, 127 of the cities still had perfect records, 
the three largest being Utica, N. Y. (101,500); Aurora, Ill. (56,800); and 
Battle Creek, Mich. (48,700). 

The three leading cities in each population group at the end of 10 months, 


ranked according to the number of deaths per 10,000 registered vehicles 
were: 


Reg. Rate 


Over 1,000,000 Population 
Detrost, Mitch. .........4... ‘ 
aS ere re aa 
a ae, a rr 3.8 


750,000-1,000,000 Population 
Washington, D.C. ......... 2.4 
San Francisco, Calif......... 3.0 
Cleveland, Ohio 

500,000-750,000 Population 
Minneapolis, Minn. ......... 1.8 
on batched 2.0 
a 
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Reg. Rate 


350,000-500,000 Population 
So ee ee 1.7 
og a) 
Indianapolis, Ind. .......... 


200,000-350,000 Population 
SS Tie Wao Gis eed sme 
WHR MAM a ec eciawccuss 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 

100,000-200,000 Population 
SS > See eo 
re 
Reading, Pa. 
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Ricut or Way 1n Trarric Law Enrorcement. By Edward C. Fisher. 
Thomas Law Book Co., St. Louis, Mo. 1956. 228 pages. $7.50. 


Reviewed by 


J. Attan Crocketr 
Justice, Supreme Court of Utah 


A Book on “Right Of Way In Traffic Law Enforcement” by Judge 
Edward C. Fisher currently being released by the Thomas Law Book 
Company of St. Louis offers a competent and interesting treatment of a 
controversial phase of traffic law. 

It is particularly timely because its subject “right of way” is fraught 
with more mis-understanding than any other single facet of the traffic 
problem; and these perplexities exist not only for drivers but for law en- 
forcement officers, lawyers and the courts themselves. 

The incessant din of collision and carnage on our highways, producing 
death and destruction more menacing to our daily lives than the threat 
of war or plague, accents the urgency of affirmative measures to promote 
knowledge of reciprocal rights and responsibilities in traffic, understanding 
and application of which seems to be in the early adolescent stage of de- 
velopment, at best. From this need the book springs quite naturally 
upon this subject never before treated in book form. 

The importance of the subject of “‘right of way”’ is pointed up by Judge 
Fisher in his declaration that such violations are “responsible for roughly 
three times as many accidents as the drunken driver” and are “‘second only 
to excessive speed in causing traffic deaths.”’ Those closely acquainted 
with the facts know that uncertainty over right of way and failure to 
properly observe or yield it account for a high percentage of accidents and 
fatalities. 

The thoroughness with which Judge Fisher has treated this subject 
reveals the interest of an evangelist stemming from his 14 years (1939- 
1952) as a judge of the Municipal Court of Lincoln, Nebraska, in which he 
was occupied largely with traffic problems. During that time he estab- 
lished one of the first traffic safety schools in the country. Since then he 
has devoted himself largely to problems of traffic safety and control. He 
is Associate Counsel of the Northwestern University Traffic Institute, 
which serves as a training school for officials with traffic responsibilities. 
He teaches traffic law classes there and at regional police training schools 
and traffic court conferences throughout the country. 

This work bears the mark of thorough scholarship. It comprehensively 
sets out the many phases of right of way law. Specialized concepts such 
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as right of way preference based on “direction of approach”’ in comparison 
to “time of entry” of the ‘“‘favored”’ or ‘‘disfavored”’ driver in “reasonable 
danger of collision” or ‘immediate hazard” are dealt with in treating right 
of way in all ordinary situations through many unusual ones: e.g., signals 
changing during crossing, or being out of order, emergency vehicles, for- 
feiture or waiver of right of way, blind pedestrians and various others. 

Although the book was prepared primarily for lawyers and judges and is 
extremely documented by references to cases and tests, the style of writing 
is lucid and understandable, reflecting the practicability born of many 
years of actual experience and teaching in this field. In view of the grow- 
ing importance of traffic law enforcement and the increasing litigation 
incident to automobile collisions, this work will be useful toany one having 
an interest in the subject, including officers, lawyers and judges, both as a 
text and a reference work, particularly so because of the absence of any 
other authoritative individual book on this subject. 


* * x 





“CRASH AND LIVE” IS DECEMBER TD&R BONUS 


“Crash and Live,” a 24-page illustrated booklet on traffic acci- 
dent survival, is the December “bonus” for subscribers to the 
Traffic Digest & Review. 

One copy of the booklet may be obtained free of charge by ad- 
dressing a card or letter to the Traffic Digest Review, 1704 Judson 
Ave., Evanston, Ill., giving your name and address and specifying 
“December bonus.” 

“Crash and Live” was prepared by Pictorial Publishers, Indian- 
apolis, Ind. 











KIDS GET FEEL OF WHEEL 


rn 


‘incinnati, O., gets part of the funds to operate its zoo from the amuse- 
ment section, and part of the amusement section helps teach youngsters 
the rudiments of driving. According to the American Municipal Associa- 
tion, children may pay a small fee and drive gas-powered, miniature cars 
over a blacktop course, a quarter of a mile long. The cars cannot go 
faster than ten miles an hour. The city’s safety department furnished 
standard traffic signs to be placed along the route, so that the youthful 
drivers may become familiar with signs they will see on highways when 
they are old enough to have a driver’s license. 
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Set Regional Seminars for Women's Groups 


Plans for a series of six regional traffic safety seminars for state officers 
of parents’ and women’s organizations have been announced by Rear 
Admiral H. B. Miller, U.S.N. (Ret.), director of the President’s Com- 
mittee for Traffic Safety. 

The seminars, which will be sponsored by the President’s Committee 
for Traffic Safety, will be conducted by the staff of the Traffic Institute 
of Northwestern University. 

Invitations to the first of these seminars will be issued by the President's 
Committee for Traffic Safety this month. 

Dates and location of the six seminars are as follows: 

Far Western States — University of California, Berkeley, January 30- 
February 1. 

Northeastern States — Northeastern University, Boston, March 6-8. 

South Central States — University of Oklahoma, Norman, May 6-8. 

Rocky Mountain States — University of Utah, Salt Lake City, June 
24-26. 

North Central States — Northwestern University, Evanston, IIl 
October 2-4. 

Southeastern States — University of Tennessee, Knoxville, December 
16-18 (1957). 

The purpose of the seminars is to provide special background training 
in the action program for traffic safety which state organizations are being 
asked to support, Admiral Miller said. Particular attention will be given 
to how citizen organizations can help put the action program into effect. 

The action program incorporates those techniques of enforcement, licens- 
ing, engineering, education, etc. which have been found effective in re- 
ducing traffic accidents and fatalities by States and communities. 

State chairmen of the safety, public affairs, or other appropriate com- 
mittees of parents’ and women’s organizations who attend these seminars 
will be in a position to give more intelligent leadership to their own mem- 
berships, Admiral Miller pointed out. 

“Traffic safety is everybody’s business,” he said. ‘‘And the only way 
we can reduce the high rate of fatalities and accidents on our streets and 
highways is to have the full, active cooperation and support of all civic 
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groups.” 

“Traffic safety is everybody’s business,” he said. “‘And the only way we 
can reduce the high rate of fatalities and accidents on our streets and high- 
ways is to have the full, active cooperation and support of all civic groups.” 

These seminars are, in part, a result of the regional conferences con- 
ducted by the President’s Committee for Traffic Safety late last Spring. 
Consensus of these conferences was that participation by citizen groups 
in an active safety program is necessary to curb the rate of traffic accidents. 
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Toll Roads and Federal Highway Program 


Traffic on toll roads will not be lessened and the value of toll road bonds 
will not be endangered by the new federal highway program, according to 
Louis S. Rothschild, Under Secretary of Commerce for Transportation. 

In replying to an inquiry on the subject, Mr. Rothschild said: “‘The 
fear of many people that the Interstate System roads will compete with 
the present toll turnpikes is quite without foundation. 

‘“‘The new law permits the integration into the Interstate System of all 
toll roads which promote the development of such a system. It also per- 
mits expenditure on Interstate System projects leading into any toll road 
on the Interstate System even though this project has no other use than 
as an approach to the toll road. It is provided further, though, that such 
approach projects can only be approved when the section of toll road will 
become free to the public upon collection of tolls sufficient to liquidate 
the cost of the toll road or any bonds outstanding at the time constituting 
a valid lien against the particular section of toll road; also, that there is 
one or more alternate free roads available to traffic by which the toll sec- 
tion of the Interstate System may be bypassed. 

“Under this provision, rather than harming or taking traffic away from 
the toll roads, the Interstate System improvements may well operate to 
increase the toll road trafic. There is no intention whatever of building 
any Interstate routes paralleling a toll road which until 1975 will ade- 
quately serve the traffic needs of the area through which it runs. 

“The legislation also directs the Department of Commerce to make a 
study in cooperation with the highway departments and other agencies 
of all highways on the Interstate System, both toll and free, that have 
been built to standards required for the Interstate System. This report 
will include ‘all related factors of cost, depreciation, participation of 
Federal funds, and any other items relevant there.’ This report, which 
must be submitted to the Congress not later than January 12, 1958, 
will be used by the Congress ‘to determine whether or not the Federal 
Government should equitably reimburse any State for a portion of a 
highway which is on the Interstate System, whether toll or free, the con- 
struction of which has been completed subsequent to August 2, 1947, or 
which is either in actual use or under construction by contract, for com- 
pletion, award not later than June 30, 1957. 

“In view of the foregoing, I do not think there is any reason whatever 
for anyone feeling that the new highway program will have an adverse 
effect on the bonds of toll turnpikes that may be integrated into the 
Interstate System.” 

* * * 


lhe world hates change, yet it is the only thing that has brought prog- 
ress. 


—Charles F. Kettering 





University of Michigan 
General Library 
Am Arbor, Michigan Ab 


TRAINING CALENDAR 


(All training courses will be conducted at the Traffic Institute, Evanston, 
Ill., unless otherwise indicated.) 


Dec. 10-21—Fundamentals of Police Traffic Service, University of Ten- 
nessee, Knoxville, Tenn. 
Dec. 17-21—Traffic Court Conference, School of Law, University of 
Tennessee, Knoxville, Tenn. (with American Bar Association). 

Dec. 17-21—Chemical Tests for Intoxication. 

Jan. 7-Feb. 1—Introduction to Police Management. 

Jan. 21-Feb. 1—Fundamentals of Police Trafic Service, University of 
California, Berkeley, Calif. 

Jan. 21-Feb. 8—Motor Vehicle and Traffic Control for the Air Force. 

Jan. 28-Feb. 1—Traffic Court Conference, School of Law, University of 
California, Berkeley, Calif. (with American Bar Association). 

Feb. 4-22—Traffic Records. 

Feb. 7-8—Western Region Conference for TPA Graduates, Santa 
Barbara, Calif. 

Feb. 25-Mar. 8—Supervision of Police Personnel. 

Feb. 25-Mar. 8—Fundamentals of Police Traffic Service, Northeastern 
University, Boston, Mass. 

Mar. 1-2— Southern Region Conference for TPA Graduates, Richmond, 
Virginia. 

Mar. 4-5—Eastern Region Conference for TPA Graduates, New York City. 

Mar. 4-22—Traffic Engineering Seminar. 

Mar. 11-22—Training Programs and Methods. 

Mar. 11-29—Accident Investigation. 

Mar. 25-29—Trafhc Court Conference, School of Law, Yale University, 
New Haven, Conn., (with American Bar Association). 

Mar. 25-Apr. 12—Personnel Management. 

Mar. 25-Apr. 12—Traffic Law Enforcement. 

Apr. 15-May 10—Motor Vehicle and Traffic Safety for the Army. 

Apr. 29-May 10—Traffic Control-- Devices and Methods. 

May 13-17—Chemical Tests for Intoxication. 








